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IRIDIUM PROVIDES GLOBAL SATELLITE COMMUNICATION

SERVICES FOR LONGITUDE EXPEDITION


BETHESDA, MD – June 2, 2004 - Iridium Satellite is providing global satellite communications equipment and services for the LONGITUDE Expedition, a nine-month 32,000-mile attempt to drive around the globe, crossing four continents, through 34 countries, following lines of longitude.  


Launched in November 2003, the LONGITUDE Expedition was undertaken by the Drive Around the World organization to raise funds for Parkinson’s Disease research while also promoting geographic and cultural awareness among schoolchildren.  The nine team members are driving four Land Rover Discovery Series II vehicles.


In a telephone interview from Brisbane, Australia, on April 20, 2004, expedition director Nick Baggarly cited the important role played by the Iridium satellite phones in the expedition.  “The Iridium phones are a vital link in keeping touch with our families, friends and the media,” he said.  “We are using them for voice and data.  At 10K bits per second, we are able to update our website daily, use the phones to check email and search the Internet.”


Baggarly continued, “Our Iridium satellite phone truly exceeded our expectations.  Reception was so clear that people couldn’t tell we were halfway around the world.  Plus, the ability to link our laptops to the Iridium Direct Internet Data network for sending email was extremely helpful and very reliable whenever we had strong line-of-site to the sky above.  We found the Iridium data kit to be a complete hardware, software and service solution.  Configuring our PCs to accept and send email took less than ten minutes and worked the very first time we initiated a connection.”

- more -

2/LONGITUDE Expedition

Will Kraus, director of marketing for Iridium, said, “The LONGITUDE Expedition serves as a rugged testbed, validating Iridium’s ability to provide dependable satellite communications under the toughest environmental conditions.”


“Believe me, we put the Iridium satellite phone to the test,” said Baggarly.  “From global conference calls with journalists worldwide to managing an office from 12,000 miles away, Iridium has never failed us.  Iridium promises global coverage, and we found that they deliver.”


In the April 20 update, Baggarly reported that the LONGITUDE Expedition has so far raised over $50,000 toward their goal of $1 million.  He noted that the majority of the donations will be received at the end of the expedition when team members go on a speaking and talk show tour.  All proceeds will be donated to the Parkinson’s Institute in Sunnyvale, California.

About Around the World

Established in 2002 with headquarters in Los Gatos, California, Drive Around the World is a 501(c)(3) non-profit organization that seeks to inspire a sense of adventure and the tradition of exploration, encouraging people to actively learn about our world and creatively act to understand the humanitarian and environmental problems we face.  Drive Around the World press releases and photos of the LONGITUDE expedition are available on-line in the pressroom section of www.drivearoundtheworld.com.  

About Iridium Satellite

Iridium Satellite LLC (www.iridium.com) is the only provider of truly global satellite voice and data solutions with complete coverage of the earth (including oceans, airways and Polar Regions).  Through a constellation of 66 low-earth orbiting (LEO) satellites operated by The Boeing Company, Iridium delivers essential communications services to and from remote areas where no other form of communication is available.  The service is ideally suited for industries such as maritime, aviation, government/military, emergency/humanitarian services, mining, forestry, oil and gas and heavy construction.  Iridium currently provides service to the U.S. Department of Defense under a multi-year contract.  Iridium works with more than 35 seasoned service partners to sell and support the service globally.
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Note to Editors:  To receive an electronic version of this press release, please email Jim Rhodes or Cheryl Chase at info@rhodescomm.com.
 
