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Peru Native Joins LONGITUDE Team for Drive from Lake Titikaka to Bolivia

LA PAZ, Bolivia, Jan. 18, 2004— When the LONGITUDE team signed up for a guided tour in Puno, Peru, they really got their money’s worth. 

Three days and more than 200 miles after the start of their tour, the nine-member team bid farewell to its fifth Take Me With You! program participant, Mairo Moya.

“We met Mairo on a three-hour tour to the reed islands of Lake Titikaka. When I learned he has studied geography, anthropology, and archaeology, and was a farmer, he seemed like a perfect candidate to come along with us,” said Todd Borgie, Take Me With You! Coordinator. 

Take Me With You! is a program that allows influential individuals to join the expedition along its scheduled route for up to a week at a time.  The goal of the program is to increase public interest in the drive-a-thon by appealing to a broader demographic through its guests.  Different guests will generate interest from different audiences.  The Take Me With You! guest will share his or her experiences via the team’s website at www.drivearoundtheworld.com/takemewithyou.  

Moya, 28, is a tour guide and local philanthropist from Arequipa, Peru, who, at the time of their Lake Titikaka meeting, was having just another day on the job. As a tour guide, he interacts with dozens of new people on a daily basis. He is married, and he and his wife are expecting their first child in a matter of weeks.

Moya says he was motivated to participate in the Take Me With You! program for many reasons.  He is very proud to be a Peruvian, and he enjoys educating people on native Incan traditions. In addition, he is in the initial stages of starting his own non-profit organization dedicated to providing an alternative home for orphans in the town of Asillo, Peru.   

 “Traveling like this make it possible to see how other people live around the world, but most importantly, it will teach you about your own culture, values, and what is important to you,” said Moya.  

Baggarly and Moya found a common bond in their involvement in philanthropic ventures.  That, coupled with Moya’s can-do attitude, really made him part of the team, said Baggarly.

“We share a similar vision for our organizations, and being able to exchange ideas and goals with someone who is exploring ways of helping people in his own country was a unique and exciting experience for a Take Me With You segment,” said Baggarly.

The team developed an easy rapport with Moya during their Titikaka tour and invited him along on an adventure they had planned for later that afternoon.  They had located a “point of confluence”, or a location where a line of longitude and a line of latitude intersect on a map, and they planned to physically visit that point using their vehicles and a GPS.   

“The intersection was just outside of Puno, and we wanted Mairo to join us and share some of his local knowledge.  He had no idea what we crazy Americans were doing, but he jumped right in without hesitation and helped us with our plan,” said Baggarly.  “By the end of the mission, soaked and covered in mud from running around and four-wheeling in a driving rain, I couldn’t tell Mairo apart from the team.  I still don’t know who had more fun on that adventure.”  

The LONGITUDE team said they learned a lot from Moya, about the rich history, customs, and traditions of Peru and its native peoples, and about the country’s aims and desires for its future. 

 “We made a great new friend, and he helped us see how we can inspire others to give back to their communities, whether it’s in California or in Peru. That’s what it’s all about,” said Borgie.

# # #

Established in 2002, with headquarters in Los Gatos California, Drive Around
the World is a 501(c)(3) non-profit organization that seeks to inspire a
sense of adventure and the tradition of exploration, encouraging people to
actively learn about our world and creatively act to understand the
humanitarian and environmental problems we face. Drive Around the World
press releases and electronic photos of the LONGITUDE expedition are
available on-line in the pressroom section of www.drivearoundtheworld.com
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