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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

LONGITUDE TEAM AND VEHICLES ARE CHILLED TO THE BONE IN SIBERIA

Drive Around the World completes 21-day, 4,785-mile drive over the harsh taiga, tundra and steppes of the former Soviet place of exile.

MAGADAN, Russia, Nov. 17, 2004—The temperature hit minus-58 degrees, the road emptied onto dangerously wide, frozen rivers and the destination was a place called “The Gates of Hell.”

The Siberian leg of the LONGITUDE Expedition was every bit as challenging – and memorable – as team members had envisioned.  But unlike most who traveled to this harsh landscape over the past two centuries, the team wasn’t forced to stay.

The Drive Around the World team reached the coastal city of Magadan on Nov. 17, completing a long and tiring leg of the expedition that began 21 days earlier at the Kazakhstan-Russia border. After weeks of driving through landlocked Asia, including endless days over the frozen expanses of Siberia, the team rejoiced upon its first glimpse of the Sea of Okhotsk.

The view wasn’t as charming for the 3 million Russians who arrived at this port over years of Tsarist and Soviet rule. To them, sentenced to work to their deaths in the gold mines of Kolyma, Magadan was “The Gates of Hell.”

The team reached the coast by driving the "Road of Bones” -- a 2000-kilometer stretch from Yakutsk to Magadan through the coldest inhabited regions in the world. Built by prisoners during the Stalin era, it is said that every meter of the road required a life. In places, the team saw vestiges of the Gulags, prison camps where the road builders slept.

While traveling in four Certified Pre-Owned Land Rover Discovery vehicles were much more comfortable than the Gulags, the team had to cross the most dangerous trek of the entire expedition. Recently frozen rivers provided more of a chill than the minus-45 ambient temperatures regularly experienced here. Ever thing went smoothly, but LONGITUDE Executive Director Nick Baggarly grimaced when the documentary producer Adam Burgess asked for a second take across a frozen river.
The Land Rovers received a thorough check at the Siberia dealership in Novosibirsk to prep them for the bitterly cold temperatures. After skirting Lake Baikal, the deepest in the world, the team stopped at the Russian Northern Test station in Susuman, where many manufacturers send their vehicles to be cold-weather tested in the steady temperatures of minus-45 degrees.  The Land Rovers passed with flying colors and were cleared to continue the final distance to Magadan.

 “Our power steering units and the accelerator cables got a little stiff but the vehicles did very well,” Baggarly said. “It’s a good thing, too. Imagine how long a human would last out there.”

The biggest problem was working up enough courage to get out of the vehicles to transfer fuel from jerry cans. Exposed skin froze instantly when it touched metal.

Although the team was scheduled to cross Siberia during the mosquito-infested summers, Baggarly soon realized that the delays were a surprise blessing. The hard, icy surfaces were too cold to be slippery and pothole-filled roads were smooth to cross. 

“The landscape and the people were beautiful,” team member Nancy Olson said. “But there is nothing better than coming out of those ridiculous temperatures into a cozy café and a bowl of steaming borsch.”
# # #

Established in 2002, with headquarters in Los Gatos California, Drive Around the World is a 501(c)(3) non-profit organization that seeks to inspire a sense of adventure and the tradition of exploration, encouraging people to actively learn about our world and creatively act to understand the humanitarian and environmental problems we face. 

Drive Around the World press releases and electronic photos of the LONGITUDE expedition are available on-line. Visit  www.drivearoundtheworld.com/login.htm 
The team routinely grants interviews via Iridium satellite phone. To request an interview, call Dan Smith at 310/224-4959. 

To make a drive-a-thon pledge for Parkinson’s research, visit www.drivearoundtheworld.com
All who support the Parkinson’s research efforts of the Drive Around the World team receive a chance to win a Certified Land Rover Discovery, identical to the vehicles used on the LONGITUDE Expedition.
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for high resolution photos.
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