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For Immediate Release
“DRIVE AROUND THE WORLD” 

EXPEDITION VEHICLE ON DISPLAY AT 

NEW YORK AUTO SHOW
Visitors Can Win a Land Rover While Assisting Parkinson's Research

NEW YORK (March 23, 2005) — In the longest expedition ever undertaken for charity, the Drive Around the World LONGITUDE Expedition team drove four Land Rover Certified Pre-Owned vehicles 41,000 miles through 30 countries to raise awareness and funds for Parkinson’s research.  The team's trek was completed on February 28.

A fifth Land Rover vehicle visited classrooms around the U.S. as part of the Expedition’s education segment.  It is outfitted with special expedition gear and signed by celebrities, including actor and Parkinson’s activist Michael J. Fox, “Tonight Show” host Jay Leno, Academy Award-winning director James Cameron, and Gov. Arnold Schwarzenegger.  
The education vehicle will be raffled off Thursday, April 14, with the winner’s name being drawn at The Parkinson’s Institute and announced by telephone and on their Web site.
Those who contribute $10 or more to The Parkinson’s Institute in Sunnyvale, Calif., a Parkinson’s disease research and treatment facility, will be entered into the raffle to win the LONGITUDE expedition education vehicle.  Contributions can be made by visiting online at www.drivearoundtheworld.com/support, or by calling (408) 542-5619.  A replica of this Land Rover will be on display at the New York Auto Show March 25 – April 3.  Contributions are being accepted through the last day of the New York Auto Show, April 3.

- more -

“The Drive Around the World LONGITUDE Expedition is a great example of how people with Parkinson’s and their families can get involved and share their experiences in a positive way to benefit others,” said Michael J. Fox. “This trip has touched so many peoples’ lives and spread awareness about the disease. For this we are truly grateful.”

Heading south on Nov. 1, 2003, the Drive Around the World team drove through Baja, Mexico, and Central and South America to arrive at the world’s southernmost city of Ushuaia, Argentina.  After being shipped by sea, they drove west across Australia’s Outback, north through Southeast Asia, across Burma, through India and China, and straight through Siberia before returning to North America. The trek took 16 months, ending Feb. 28.   
They traversed 10 deserts; crossed the Panama Canal; climbed two volcanoes; visited the Nazca lines and the ancient city of Machu Picchu in Peru; circumnavigated Ayers Rock in Australia; skirted the world’s largest lake, Lake Baikal in Russia; stood at the edge of the world in Tierra del Fuego; witnessed the burning of bodies in Varinassi, India; slipped through Bin Laden-friendly territory along Pakistan’s Karakoram Highway; camped on the beaches of Phuket, Thailand, now ravaged by the infamous Tsunami; and braved temperatures of minus-58 degrees at the “Pole of Cold” in Siberia.
“I think we brought hope to a lot of Parkinson’s sufferers.  And the doctors and scientists know, as we do, that a cure is within reach,” said expedition team leader Nick Baggarly.  “We learned that people around the world are the same in the most basic human ways.  They all want the same things for their families.  They want peace, health, happiness and a bright future for their children.” 

# # #

The team routinely grants interviews via satellite phone. To request an interview, call Dan Smith at 310/224-4959.  

Free access to high-resolution photos is available at the Web site press room: www.drivearoundtheworld.com/login.htm
# # #

Established in 2002, with headquarters in Los Gatos California, Drive Around the World is a 501(c)(3) non-profit organization that seeks to inspire a sense of adventure and the tradition of exploration, encouraging people to actively learn about our world and creatively act to understand the humanitarian and environmental problems we face. 

To make a drive-a-thon pledge for Parkinson’s research, visit www.drivearoundtheworld.com/support
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for high resolution photos.
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