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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

GOV. SCHWARZENEGGER HELPS WORLD ADVENTURERS’ EFFORTS TO 

“TERMINATE” PARKINSON’S DISEASE

California Governor Pledges Support by Autographing “Drive Around the World” Vehicle that will be Raffled Off. Philanthropic Expedition Recently Completed 41,000-mile, 30-Country Journey to Raise Funds and Awareness to Fight Parkinson’s; Donations still being Accepted

SANTA MONICA, Calif. (Mar. 23, 2005) — Circling the globe for 16 months to raise funds and awareness of Parkinson’s disease, the “Drive Around the World” team met with Gov. Arnold Schwarzenegger, who lauded the adventurers’ efforts to help “terminate” the disease. 

"I've always said that California is the greatest state in the greatest country in the world," said Gov. Schwarzenegger. "The people of California are some of the smartest, most innovative and most generous people in the world, and the people behind 'Drive Around the World' are no exception. Curing Parkinson's disease is a fantastic cause, and I'm happy that I can help raise its profile and raise money to help find the cure.”

The team’s 41,000-mile, 30-country journey ended on Feb. 28 at the Parkinson’s Institute in Sunnyvale, Calif., where a huge “finish line” celebration welcomed the weary travelers home. According to Nick Baggarly, Drive Around the World founder and leader, “all donations raised by the expedition are earmarked for research being done by the Parkinson’s Institute.”

The team traveled in four 2003 Land Rover Certified Pre-owned Discovery vehicles A fifth Land Rover vehicle visited classrooms around the U.S. as part of the Expedition’s education segment.  It is outfitted with special expedition gear and signed by celebrities, including actor and Parkinson’s activist Michael J. Fox, “Tonight Show” host Jay Leno, Academy Award-winning director James Cameron, and now Gov. Schwarzenegger.  

This vehicle will be raffled off Thurs., Apr. 14, with the winner’s name being drawn at The Parkinson’s Institute.

Those who contribute $10 or more to The Parkinson’s Institute in Sunnyvale, Calif., a Parkinson’s disease research and treatment facility, will be entered into the raffle to win the LONGITUDE expedition education vehicle.  Contributions can still be made by visiting online at www.drivearoundtheworld.com/support, or by calling 408/542-5619.  A replica of this Land Rover will be on display at the New York Auto Show Mar. 25 – Apr. 3.  Contributions are being accepted through the last day of the New York Auto Show, Apr. 3.

“Anyone wishing to make a donation to Parkinson’s disease research should visit the website,” Baggarly said.   

The Drive Around the World team includes Baggarly, 36, of Los Gatos, Calif.; Chanda Baggarly, 34, of Los Gatos, Calif.; Todd Borgie, 36, of San Gabriel, Calif.; Adam Burgess, 31, of Saratoga, Calif.; and Nancy L. Olson, 31, of Southlake, Texas.

Baggarly developed the Drive Around the World program as a creative response to the news that his sister Jackie had been diagnosed with Parkinson’s.  Each team member has a friend or family member who suffers from the disease, and they say the expedition is their way of doing something about it.

“We realized that we could either sit back and do nothing, and accept the hand that had been dealt us, or we could get up and do something to solve the problem,” said Baggarly.  “We chose to help solve the problem.”

Since their journey began on Nov. 1, 2003, the team has traversed ten deserts; crossed the Panama Canal, climbed two volcanoes, visited the Nazca lines and Machu Picchu in Peru; stood at the edge of the world in Tierra del Fuego; circumnavigated Ayers Rock (Uluru) in Australia; became the first foreigners to complete an overland transit of Myanmar (formerly Burma) since 1953; witnessed ancient funeral rites along the Ganges River in India; traversed the world’s highest motorable road in the Himalayas (Khardung La Pass, 18,640 feet); slipped through remote and lawless territory along Pakistan’s Karakoram Highway; skirted the world’s deepest lake, Lake Baikal, in Russia; and endured temperatures of minus-58 degrees in crossing Sibera's frozen expanses. They even met the Dalai Lama. Photos and journals can be accessed at www.drivearoundtheworld.com.

The team also met with Parkinson’s researchers and patients around the world, and they say the common theme is hope.  

“I think we’ve brought hope to a lot of Parkinson’s sufferers.  And the doctors and scientists know, as we do, that a cure is within reach,” said Baggarly.  “We learned that people around the world are the same in the most basic human ways.  They all want the same things for their families.  They want peace, health, happiness, and a bright future for their children.” 

# # #

Established in 2002, with headquarters in Los Gatos Calf., Drive Around the World is a 501(c)(3) non-profit organization that seeks to inspire a sense of adventure and the tradition of exploration, encouraging people to actively learn about our world and creatively act to understand the humanitarian and environmental problems we face. 

Drive Around the World press releases and electronic photos are available online in the pressroom section of www.drivearoundtheworld.com
To make pledge for Parkinson’s research, visit www.drivearoundtheworld.com/support  All who support the Parkinson’s research efforts of the Drive Around the World team receive a chance to win a Certified Pre-Owned Land Rover Discovery, identical to the vehicles used on the expedition.

# # #
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Photo by Duncan McIntosh/California Governor's Office 

SANTA MONICA (March 23, 2005) - California Governor Arnold Schwarzenegger, in an effort to "terminate" Parkinson's disease, signs the hood of a Drive Around the World LONGITUDE Expedition vehicle. Looking on are Jackie Farrar, who is battling Parkinson's disease, Chuck Hudson and Chris Hauk of Drive Around the World. The car, a 2003 Land Rover Certified Pre-Owned Discovery, was used to support the Drive Around the World LONGITUDE Expedition, which recently completed a 41,000-mile, 30-country trek around the globe to raise funds and awareness for The Parkinson's Institute in Sunnyvale, Calif. This vehicle has also been signed by Michael J. Fox, Jay Leno and James Cameron, and will be raffled off April 14, with all proceeds going to benefit the Parkinson's Institute. Persons donating $10 or more to support The Parkinson's Institute www.drivearoundtheworld.com/support by April 3 will automatically be entered into the drawing for the car.
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Photo by Duncan McIntosh/California Governor's Office 

Todd Borgie showing California Governor Arnold Schwarzenegger the route taken by the Drive Around the World LONGITUDE Expedition on its 41,000-mile, 30-country journey to benefit The Parkinson's Institute. Looking on are Jackie Farrar, Chuck Hudson, Borgie, Chris Hauk, Schwarzenegger, and Nick Baggarly.
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Photo by Duncan McIntosh/California Governor's Office 

Drive Around the World founder Nick Baggarly, California Governor Arnold Schwarzenegger, Todd Borgie and Jackie Farrar in front of the Drive Around the World Education vehicle, which will be raffled off April 14. The public can sign up to win the vehicle by donating $10 or more to The Parkinson's Institute. Contributions can be placed online at www.drivearoundtheworld.com/support . Schwarzenegger's autograph on the car joins Michael J. Fox, Jay Leno, and James Cameron in supporting the effort to beat Parkinson's disease.
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Photo by Duncan McIntosh/California Governor's Office 

Nick Baggarly, Chris Hauk, Governor Schwarzenegger, Todd Borgie, Jackie Farrar and Chuck Hudson talking about the Drive Around the world LONGITUDE Expedition.
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Contacts:





Nick Baggarly


(408) 355-5544


� HYPERLINK "mailto:nick@drivearoundtheworld.com" ��nick@drivearoundtheworld.com� 





Bill Groak, PCG


(310) 224-4940


� HYPERLINK "mailto:dboule@paccomgrp.com" ��bgroak@paccomgrp.com�










































































Go to � HYPERLINK "http://drivearoundtheworld.com/" ��www.drivearoundtheworld.com/�   


for high-resolution photos.
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